
Lead Story Headline  

KROGER CARDS AVAILABLE  

Kroger gives 4% of your 
purchases to FBC every 
time you use your card at 

any Kroger location. 

 Purchase YOUR $5 card 
NOW + extra for gifts. 
Every time you shop at 
Kroger, add any amount 

to the gift card, by going  

to customer service 
prior to shopping or give 
to the cashier before she 

begins to ring up your 

groceries.  

 

 In order that First  

Baptist gets credit 

 for these gift cards 

 the cards must be  

prepurchased from 

 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

Contact the office for your 

card. 236-2276 
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 Nothing can replace Bible 

study in the life of a person.  Yet, many 

persons are not involved in weekly 

Bible study through the Sunday school.  

Sometimes such is the fault of the one 

who isnõt attending.  Sometimes, how-

ever, the fault can be laid upon the 

Sunday school class itself.  Itõs the sec-

ond reality that this pastoral letter 

addresses. 

 Bruce Raley has an eye-

opening article on the Sunday School 

Revolutionary website entitled, òFive 

Ways to Help Your Sunday School 

Decline.ó  The following reflects some 

of the material in Raleyõs article. 

 While much has been written 

on how to lead a Sunday school to 

grow, here are some realities that are 

guaranteed to bring your Sunday school 

into decline.  Raley calls the first killer 

of Sunday school dilution of doctrine.  

Everything seems relative to many in 

todayõs society.  If the truth of Scrip-

ture is not taught, sound doctrine ne-

glected or replaced, the Sunday school 

will decline.  Such happens, Raley 

warns, ôwhen teachers are allowed to 

teach anything they desire; when there 

is no standard for the enlistment and 

accountability of Bible teachers; and, 

when classes begin asking questions 

like, òwhat do YOU think this passage 

means?óõ 

 Second, a Sunday school will 

decline if new classes are not being 

formed.  While some growth can occur 

with only its existing classes, òno 

church can consistently and continu-

ously grow without starting new Sun-

day school classes.  The beginning of 

new Sunday school classes is absolutely 

essential to growth.ó  If you want your 

Sunday school to decline then òsimply 

leave it alone.  Time will take its toll.ó  

If you want your 

Sunday school to 

grow, then new 

classes must be 

formed.  Raley 

brings out a gen-

eral rule of thumb 
regarding Sunday 

school growth, 

òfor every new 

Sunday school class 

properly begun 

(emphasis added), 

the Sunday school 

will grow by 10 

people within a yearõs time.ó 

 Third, Sunday school will 

decline if there is no òsystematic plan of 

Bible study.  Sunday school functions to 

its potential when it is centered around 

the study of Godõs Word.ó  Donõt al-

low your Sunday school class to be-

come òeverything to everybodyó thus 

òsqueezing out the study of Godõs 

word.ó  Stick to studying the Bible, 

giving such study the proper time re-

quirement. 

 Fourth, a Sunday school class 

will decline if it evolves away from being 

an open group.  òOpen groups expect 

someone new every Sunday.ó  Wel-
coming new people is a priority in 

growing Sunday schools.  Raley lists 

some of the more common ways that 

classes cease being òopenó and become 

òclosed:ó 

ò*using study material that discourages 

people from joining the group during 

the middle of the studyó (While Henry 

Blackaby, Beth Moore 

and others have writ-

ten some outstanding 

studies, such studies are better not entered into 

past the first or second week of study due to 

the nature of those studies.  That is why such in

-depth studies are reserved for times other that 

the Sunday school Bible study hour). 

ò*Class meets in a space too small or 

crowded 

 *Have no extra chairs for guests or new 

members 

 *Possess an attitude the class is large 

enough 

*Just being unfriendly or unhelpful 

 Fifth, Raley reminds us that a Sun-

day school will decline if there is a loss of evangelis-

tic passion.  As he states, òan absolutely sure means 

of helping your Sunday school decline is to make 

Sunday school for Christians only!ó  Raley warns 

us with the following, òfocus on fellowship, focus 

on ministry, focus on Bible study, just do NOT 

focus on inviting non-Christians to the Sunday 

schooló and it will decline.  òA growing Sunday 

school always remembers that it exists as much 

for the people outside the walls as those on the 

inside.ó 

 Remember, Sunday school is not about 

stagnation and decline.  Sunday school is about 

reaching and teaching people.  Harry Piland used 

to say, òteach the Bible to win the lost and de-

velop the saved.ó  Such a Sunday school will reach 

people, win people, minister to people, teach peo-

ple and glorify God by being His people. 

 

Soli Deo Gloria, 

 

Tim Mathis, Pastor   

Also, we will be having  

Sunday School Leadership 
Training starting on  

Sunday evenings at 6 pm 
in the Bruce Kramp room 
from Oct 25 to Nov 22. 

We will be having our first 
Sunday School leadership 
meeting this Sunday (Oct 
4th) at from 5 pm to 5:50 in 
the fellowship hall.   
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FREE CANDY! 

VOLUME 1  ISSUE 3  

Sometimes itõs tough to explain 

why someone should come to 

church, and sometimes itõs  

easier just to let them see for 

themselves. These Student  

Ministry DVDõs are designed to 

do that very thing; to show your 

friends what we do in the FBC 

Student Ministry without you 

having to explain all the details. 

If youõll put one of these DVDõs 

in the hands of some 

unchurched friends, chances are 

they will come check us out 

without you having to do much 

other than simply saying, òYou 

should come with me!ó  

Make sure you pick 

one up from the 

youth room and give 

it away! 

 

October 23 -24th  

is a Leadership 

Retreat for our 

11th  and 12th  

grade students . 

The weekend will 

consist of small group Bible 

study, team building, and of 

course food and fun times. The 

cost for the weekend is $10. If 

you are planning on attending 

this weekend event please let 

me know so I can 

plan accordingly. This 

is as much of a  

mandatory weekend 

as I can make it, so 

please plan to attend 

if something major 

isnõt already planned 

for that weekend. It 

will be well worth 

your time! 

Drew Dukes 

Minister of Youth and Education 

First Baptist Church, Danville KY 

859-236-2276 

ages 2 through 5th grade.  

 Activities will include carnival 

games, face painting,  a 

òcupcakeó walk, refreshments 

and FREE CANDY. 

    We are in need of Adults 

willing to donate bagged 

wrapped candy and to use their 

autos to distribute candy from 

their trunks. You may decorate 

Let's Light the Night as we 

share the love of Christ with 

our community. 

Saturday, October 31  

 6:00 - 8:00 P.M. 

 

    Invite your friends and come 

along to this alternative  

Halloween event for children 

your vehicle - play a game - be 

creative.  

We ask that no evil or violent 

themes be included in your 

decorations - we are providing a 

safe alternative. 

We also need cupcakes for a 

òcupcakeó walk: for our kids. 

Check out the table in the foyer 

and sign up to get involved. 

YOUTH NEWS  

Fall festival  
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Flu shot: Your best bet for avoiding influenza 
Getting a flu shot often protects you from coming down with the flu. And while the flu shot doesn't always pro-

vide total protection, it's still worth getting.  

By Mayo Clinic staff  

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has approved the vaccines that will be available this fall to protect people against s ev-

eral seasonal flu (influenza) viruses expected to be in circulation this fall and winter.  

This annual flu shot won't contain protection against the pandemic swine flu (novel H1N1) virus. A separate vaccine has been 
developed for the swine flu virus.  

Influenza is a respiratory infection that sickens millions of people each year and can cause serious complications, especiall y i n 

children and older adults. Fortunately, the flu vaccine ð available in the form of a flu shot or a nasal spray ð offers protecti on 
against the flu.  

Here are the answers to common questions about flu shots.  

When is the flu vaccine available? 

The flu vaccine is generally offered between September and mid -November, which is typically before the late - fall to early winter  

start of flu season. However, getting a flu shot even later in the flu season may still protect you. It takes up to two weeks  to  

build immunity following a flu shot.  

Why do I need to get vaccinated every year? 

You need annual flu protection because the influenza virus changes from year to year. The flu vaccine you got last year wasn' t 

designed to fight the virus strains in circulation this flu season.  

Influenza viruses mutate so quickly that they can render one season's vaccine ineffective by the next season. A Centers for D is-
ease Control and Prevention (CDC) advisory committee meets early in the year to estimate which strains of influenza virus wil l 
be most prevalent during the upcoming flu season, and manufacturers produce vaccine based on those recommendations.  

Who should get the flu vaccine? 

Most people who want to reduce the risk of getting influenza can get a flu shot. The CDC recommends the flu vaccine each year  

if you:  

Are age 6 months up to 19 years  

Are pregnant  

Are 50 years old or older  

Have a chronic medical condition such as asthma, diabetes, or heart, kidney or lung disease  

Have a weakened immune system such as from some medications or HIV infection  

Are a resident of a nursing home or other long term care facility  

Are a child care worker or health care worker or live with or care for someone at high risk of complications from the flu  

Who shouldn't get the flu shot? 

Don't get a flu shot if you:  

Have had an allergic reaction to the vaccine in the past.  

Are allergic to chicken eggs.  

Developed Guillain -Barre syndrome, a serious autoimmune disease affecting the nerves outside the brain and spinal cord, within 
six weeks of receiving the vaccine in the past. People who have experienced Guillain -Barre after the flu vaccine are at higher 
risk than are others of developing it again.  

Have a fever. Wait until your symptoms improve before getting vaccinated.  

http://www.mayoclinic.com/health/AboutThisSite/AM00057
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speaker 

*Connie Blocker 

*John Hukle 

*Oliver Newberry 
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18  19  20  21  22  23  24  
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2009 

Youth Lead-
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end 

*Lindsey 

Mullin  

Associational  

Meeting  FBC 

6:00 pm meal 

7:00 pm meeting *Louanne Mathis 

* Alex Jarman 

*Becky Swann 

*James 

Stump  

Lord's Supper 

Deacon's Meeting 

7:15 pm 

*Rodney 

Brown 

*Tim Dodds 

* Steven King 

*Christen 

 Pennington 

*Karson 

Thompson  
*Mary Lee Furr 

* Ashton Wells 

*Buddy Furr 

*Carol Preston 

* Kathleen Russell *Barbara Arnold  

*Kathy Smith  

Church Council 

7:15 pm 

*Ada Jordan  

10:30 am 

Keenagers  

Glendale, KY 

*Trinity Wells  

*Jason Bradley  

* Kim Lester 

*Gertrude Baker 

* Bernice Johnson 

Support Staff  

workshop 

Louisville, KY 

Carmen/Colleen 

*Logan Smith  

*Doris Harmon 

Jones 

* Wendy Roark 

*Lisa Smith 

*Jeffrey Snider 

* Patty Stephens 

*Stella Eason  *Marie Coldiron  

*Nancy Dodds 

* Ricky Stevens 

Fall Festival 

*Nancy Marshall 

* Ella Mae McDowell 

* Caroline Smith 

Associational  

Meeting  

6:00 pm meal 

7:00 pm meeting 

Junction City 

*Charles Watson  

fall 

break 

 

Last month we had game 
night for our single 

moms. Everyone had a 
great time; games, good 
food and fellowship! This 

month will be the Fall 
Festival and Trunk or 

Treat.  

If you would like to be a part of this 
ministry call Connie Snider or if 
you know of a single mom that 

needs ministry, please call!  

Single Moms Outreach  


